 

 

  I Have Overcome the World

 

Soul to Soul, Spirit to Spirit Greetings. This afternoon I went into meditation and what came to me was: “In the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, for I have overcome the world.” Of course that was Christ speaking to us telling us that Christ has overcome the world. And then a second statement came to me: “Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.” As I started to look at these, one thing sort of just jumped out -- Christ is not a man! Christ is not someone who lived two thousand years ago. Christ is your very own being - all being and dwells at the center of your being.  So Christ is speaking to you right now. Every statement that we find in scripture, where Christ is speaking, is the Christ of your being speaking to your outer self right now. And it is speaking now because time is an illusion. Since time is an illusion and the Christ of you is speaking to you right now let’s look at that statement again in this light. “In the world ye will have tribulations,” you will have problems, you will have corruption, you will have misunderstandings, you will have difficulties, but be happy be of good cheer because “I” this Christ within you, have over come the world. And since time is an illusion I have already overcome the world. I am not going to overcome the world tomorrow. I did not overcome the world many centuries ago. I have overcome the world right now. I Christ, within you, have overcome the world.
Now if in the world you will have trouble, but I the Christ of you - the real you has overcome the world, then the journey has already been completed! The journey has been completed. All that I have been seeking I within me already am. All that God has is mine. I Christ have already overcome the world. If in the world you will have trouble, but I have overcome the world, get out of the world! Step into your Christ identity and discover the amazing fact that Christ has already overcome the world.
Next in meditation came this statement which I read in the back of The Infinite Way. It is under the chapter called “Wisdoms” and in it is this rather cryptic statement: “IS alone overcomes the world.” And now what do we have so far?  We have – “In the world you will have trouble, but be happy because I have overcome the world and greater is He that is within you than he that is in the world and IS alone overcomes the world.” Do you see what all of this is saying to us?
The Christ of us is telling us, “Step out of the world and into my Presence, into my being, into my kingdom and be of good cheer.” Christ within us is telling us, “Abide in Me” and so if we abide in the awareness of that Christ Presence within us we can rest in the knowledge that the world has been overcome.
If we are facing a problem, any problem, financial, emotional, mental, relationships, companionship, physical, material, if we are facing a trouble we are in the world and in the world you will have trouble. And so the consciousness of ‘this world’ and dwelling in the consciousness of this world, in the awareness of the material world, we can expect troubles. Ah but now here comes Christ within you bringing the key to freedom. Christ says, “I have come to set the captives free.” And Christ brings the key to the kingdom. Christ says, “Step out of the world.  Step out of that world consciousness, because there really is no world it is only a state of consciousness” and Christ tells us, “Step out of that state of consciousness for I have overcome the world. That, which I am, that which God is, overcomes the world.”

We do not meet a problem on the level of the problem. This was repeated over and over and over in all of The Infinite Way writings. We do not meet a problem on the level of the problem. But I overcome the world. And so we must come to see that we will never fix or repair what’s ailing the world. What we will do is step out of the consciousness of the world and into a Consciousness of My Spirit of Christ.
We will step into Christ Consciousness here and now. And Christ reveals that the world has been overcome. And so we rise above that need to take on the world’s troubles and we do find good cheer. We find the peace that passeth understanding, because this way of doing things is very different and the human mind rebels; “Why, you can’t overcome something by letting it go. How can you overcome trouble by not working on it?” Look at the slogans of this world and how they lock you into the eternal battle. “The early bird gets the worm.” It’s a struggle to be there first. “Self preservation is the first law of nature.”  That’s a battle. “You must go out and get a good education and land a good career in order to get ahead.” Get ahead of what?  That again is a recipe for a battle. “Never surrender,” “Win, or die trying.” You see these slogans that we are taught growing up?  And yet here is Christ, the Christ who has overcome the world, saying to you and to all who has ears to hear, “Cease ye from that struggle, come up higher - abide in Me.”

We are told that if we do not abide in that Christ Consciousness, we are living by our own means, by that struggle. And that is just like grass which today appears and tomorrow is cast into the oven, destroyed.  That’s what we can look forward to if we are living by material consciousness.   And here comes Christ riding on a donkey and the donkey represents material consciousness.  Christ is riding on that donkey and saying to you, “Be of good cheer I have overcome it. Now abide in me.”

Ladies and gentlemen the work has been done! That is what Christ did and it stands completed for all of eternity. Because Christ completed that we have with us the Comforter. “If I go not away, you cannot have the Comforter.” The Christ ascended and our inheritance is the Comforter, the Christ of our very own being.   And the command is there: “Abide in Me” that is not a suggestion, that’s a command from the Christ at the center of your being – “Abide in Me, put up your sword.”

And so, in the world ye shall have tribulations, always. No other end result but tribulation. Every time you take up the sword and use material means to solve your problems you are going to find that at the end of that road is tribulation. But here comes Christ riding on that donkey.  “Be happy, be free, and be at peace, for I have overcome the world.” “Abide in Me, so shall ye be my disciples.”

Let us learn to practice this in our daily living.  Let us make it a practice when we awaken each morning to have that as our number one priority; to abide in the Christ Consciousness within us, before we even let our feet hit the floor, if necessary let us make a little plaque. Put it on our end table. It has been said to write it on your forehead but it might draw some questions from people at work so we will just put it on a little note and post it next to our bedside or perhaps on our mirror Abide in me the Christ of your being.  And let us get the feel of that.  Actually relax into that before we get up.
If we can, let’s have a meditation first thing in the morning. I have overcome the world so I am not fighting anymore, I am not resisting. I am not using a material consciousness. I am going to rest in the Christ of my being, because the work has been done and Christ did it - not Christ two thousand years ago, Christ now, within you. And so abide in that Christ. And then be still. Let Christ function through you.
As you go through your day, remind yourself several times, oh the words aren’t important, and you know that by now. What is important is only that you abide in that Christ Consciousness; that you put up your sword and stop using material means to meet your problems. You can take the problem and you can say to yourself, “Well, I have tried to work on this problem and it seems to have increased my troubles, therefore I am going to try that suggestion, that command from Christ. I am going to put up this trouble and stop working on it.  Now Christ, I Christ, within my being, you have overcome the world so I am going to rest in you.  I am going to lean back and let you take over because IS alone overcomes the world. I Christ, the Isness of Christ, reveals that the world is nothing - a non power, a non entity; simply a concept. I Christ, reveals that you are living in the center of I Christ.  And that Isness is all that it is.
That is the only thing, the conscious awareness of that that will overcome the world; that has overcome the world.  And so gain the consciousness of I Christ.
Another statement that comes to mind just now is, “There is no freedom from; there is only freedom in, Christ.” That is a statement that I have pondered quite a bit and I suggest you ponder it because we come to Christ and want freedom from our trouble; freedom from our tribulations. We want freedom from our material problems. We want freedom from our financial problems. We want freedom from our physical problems. We want freedom ‘from’ and yet we are told “There is no freedom from; there is only freedom ‘in’ Christ.”
Are we beginning to see the true path to freedom?  It lies in a change of consciousness; putting off that old man; which had to fight for a living, and putting on the new Consciousness; the Consciousness of Is, of I Christ.
Another way to look at this is we are moving from the second chapter of Genesis where man had to earn his living by the sweat of his brow and woman had to bring forth children in pain and everyone had to struggle for existence. That concept, that material world, we are moving away from that now and  into our original kingdom, the first chapter of Genesis in which we experienced oneness with our maker. The garden in which God created us in its image and likeness and we lived in harmony and peace and at one with God. And so we are exchanging the Lord God’s creation or the mind’s creation for God’s real creation; or that spiritual kingdom.
I will remind you that the Lord God always stands for the mind and God stands for that higher Presence - that spiritual Being; that Omnipresent Self. And so Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam. You see he was dreaming. And Adam dreamed up this world. Adam dreamed the entire false creation and named everything, he gave everything names. Adam even experienced a separation from God and every other creature. And it does not say that Adam woke up. Way, way up into the chapters of the new testaments we finally hear the Christ of our being saying to us, “Awake thou that sleepest and I shall give thee light,” because I have overcome the world. And this is the Christ of your being right now speaking to you. You are that sleeping Adam until you awaken and step out of your slumber into that Christ Consciousness. Paul tells us that the first Adam and the last Adam are the same.
We are awakening from the dream and discovering that the journey has already been completed. This is the Grace of our Father: that the journey has already been completed by the Christ of our own being.  And here we thought that we had to go somewhere or that we had to make progress; we had to struggle against insurmountable odds to make feeble attempts at becoming spiritual. None of that is true. There is nothing to win, nothing to gain, all that God is you already are -- all that you have been seeking, I am, and this is the I of your being.
Gain the conscious awareness of that Presence within you and practice resting in It. And if you have a belief that something, some act that you committed in the past is too horrendous to allow God’s grace to come into your life, realize that none of that is true.  The journey has been completed.  I have overcome the world, now rest in Me.  That other life that you thought you lived was part of the tribulation of this world. We know that God did not create it. What God did not make was not made. So now stop fooling around with guilt complexes and thinking you should have done better or should have done different.
We do not want to fix this world or anyone in it.  This is not a path of self improvement where we become better human beings. We don’t want to be a human being at all.  We want to rest in the Christ being that we are and begin to let that function.  And if you feel you have left something undone, that you should have done, perhaps you could have been more loving or more generous; again, that is part of the tribulation of this world.  Any one living in that false identity the false self is the dreaming Adam.  And sometimes the sleeping Adam, in fact a lot of times the sleeping Adam, is having nightmares isn’t he? So let’s be done with all of that.  If you are feeling guilty about anything in the past, stop it!  That is only delaying your resting in Me the Christ of your being.  Now let that go because in the world you will always have tribulation.  As long as you are trying to live a separate human life you will always have tribulation, that’s where it leads.  That’s the end result every single time.
We are waking out of that dream life aren’t we?  And we are doing it together.  And we are learning to rest back in the Christ of our being who has overcome the world, because that is our inheritance, that’s who we really are.  That is the life that God has given us.
What a wonderful Father we have!  The Father has given us an eternal Christ Self; no longer stuck in the dream, no longer meeting problems on the level of the problem, but simply resting in the knowledge that I have overcome the world. It’s finished already. But to come into the awareness of this we must really and truly let that problem go, let that world go, let that self go, and rest here in the Christ of our being allowing that Christ to function as us. We do that by reminding ourselves that we are letting Christ function and simply by resting; taking no thought to help the Christ. It does not need thought.
Now, several of you have written to me telling me of your progress and it is just joyous to me.  It is fabulous to me that you are coming to see who you really are - that you are coming to realize that you really are the Christ of God.  And what a wonderful Christmas present God has given us! Each of us in our own way is experiencing the birth of Christ within us; in the manger of our material thoughts. And each of us is finding out the Father’s love for us is truly boundless; truly infinite and truly flowing through us now. We have the secret gift of Christmas. We are experiencing the Christmas of our lives, of our spiritual lives.
And to bring it back to where we started, “In the world ye shall have tribulations,” so step out of the world; step out of a material consciousness. Be happy, I, the Christ within you, have overcome the world. And so step into the Christ within you and do this by letting go, by ceasing to struggle.
We must learn to take every problem as it comes to us and remind ourselves that we do not have to work on that any more. We only have to maintain a sense of stillness within our being. We merely have to climb into the Isness of life. We merely have to drop the problem and rest back and in the knowledge that Christ has overcome the world. And in a way we know not of, the problem will dissolve because the spiritual journey has been completed.
We are learning a new mode of existence. We are learning that the Father loves us so much he gave us his only begotten Son. That is the Christ of your being; your own true identity.  That whosoever believeth in him, that is, whosoever has an awareness of that Christ Presence within them shall not perish but have Everlasting life.
As you maintain your awareness of the Christ within you, as you trust it, and rest in it, you will find that you cannot perish. It was only a false identity that could ever perish. That which God made will never die. We really are finally changing our identity from person of earth to the one who has their being in Christ.
Do you see how all these scriptures are beginning to make sense?  And the more that we contemplate these things, the more is revealed. It has always been the same process: that of dying to the old man and awaking to the new man. We are not becoming Christ, the journey is already completed. We are awakening to our identity by having these experiences of seeing that it really does take over; when we let It.

So let us together walk the path back to our Father’s house.  And there is another one.  Do you know the word ‘house’ in scripture means Consciousness?  And so the prodigal son that, one “Who wasted his substance on riotous living,” that is all of us, living that Adam dream life.  He decided that he would return home to his Father’s house and that’s all of us when we decide we are going to stop struggling with this world -- the material consciousness and we are going to return to our Father Consciousness; to that Christ Consciousness within.
You see that all these scriptures have been telling us it is an inner journey and we don’t go anywhere do we?  We simply put off mortality and the belief in mortality and put on our Immortality -- our Immortal Self or become aware of our Immortal Self, because God created our Immortal Self in the beginning. The journey is already completed.
You know, Mary Baker Eddy, who started Christian Science, said that “mortality is a myth” and she proved this in her own life. Some of her followers were able to prove it in their lives as well. “Mortality is a myth.” You can’t say it any plainer than that.
This is one of those statements that I am sure Christ was referring to when he said I have many things to tell you but you cannot bear them now.  Well, we in this age can bear them. We are ready and we are being told right out front “mortality is a myth.”  And so let’s step out of material consciousness and let’s step into our Immortal Spiritual Consciousness -- our Christ identity. The name that you give it is not important.
One final thought: It is true that the journey is complete that Christ has already overcome the world and so be of good cheer.  It is also true that unless you step into the conscious awareness of that Christ identity, for you it isn’t true and you are still asleep. Now know that although the journey is complete, it is necessary to practice what we are discussing here today of abiding in the Christ within you, because it is the conscious awareness of your true Self seeing it function in your day to day affairs – this, and only this, will awaken you from the dream.
I can tell you that when you have the conscious awareness of this you will never lose it again. It is kind of a paradox isn’t it?  The journey is complete and yet there is work to do. That is why Paul said he had to ‘die daily’ and he had to ‘put off mortality and put on Immortality’ even though he was aware already because of his tremendous Spiritual Awakening, that he and the Christ were one: “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me,” he was aware of it. But he also knew that he had to become consciously aware of it on a full time basis.
We have tremendous experiences sometimes and they awaken us and start us on our journey back to the Father Consciousness. And we are not sure why they happened, but as we progress, and as we continue to walk, we become aware that it was is gift. It was sort of a push to get us walking; to let us know that this is going to our permanent state of awareness; this will be a permanent dispensation. Christ Consciousness is yours, but only as you practice these principles. And so sometimes it seems like a paradox but that is as plain as I can make it.
In our true identity, Christ within us has already overcome the world. But you and I individually, must put off our false identity and put on our true identity until the moment comes, and that moment can be today or tonight or tomorrow; until the moment comes in which that Christ becomes our permanent state of Consciousness. And no one knows when that is, but we do know that it is.

In Revelations we are told that “You shall be given a ‘white stone’ and on that stone is written a new name and no one knows saving he who receives it.” But we know don’t we? We know. Our real name is Infinite Immortal Christ -- the very Living Presence of God. This is the spiritual Christmas taking place within you now.
 
